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AMENDMENTS TO THE Ci Afius. 

This listing of claims will replace all prior versions, and listings, of clai vis in the appli. ation; 
Listing of Claimm 

1. (Currently Amended) A method for of preparing a composition for . coating, w her in a layered, 
inorganic filler, whjchfjllsr ig a natural or synthetic layered dm thjcjiyd oxifr , issubj<: ted to an ion 
exchange with a modifier, which modifier comprises at least (wo ionic | roup;,, which g mips are 
separated from each other by at least four atoms, and which m Mjlercc norises at lea* one anionic 
mm and wherein the modified tiller, together with a polymer, is dispt rsed in a diluei I. 

2. (Original) A method according to claim 1, wherein the layered, inoif iuiic filler is a atural or synthetic 
clay with n cation exchange capacity of 30-200 milJieqmvalents per 1 00 grams. 

3. Cancelled 

4. (Original) A method according to claim 3, wherein the cationic grou :, is an ammon mi, phosphonium 
or sulfonium group. 

5. (Original) A method according to claim I, wherein the layered inor* i.„i c filler is a . *tural or synthetic 
layered double hydroxide. 

6. (Original) A method according to claim 5, wherein the layered doub e liyd roxide sa isfics the formula 
(I): 

[Mn«> 2 * M K Vt (OH) 2 J [A/.n H 2 Oj 

wherein M 7 * is a bivalent cation, M* is a trivalent cation, x is a number ! .etwe.m 0. 1 5 a, d 0.5 y is ] or 2, 
n is a number from I to 10, and A is an anion selected from the group cc isisting of CI-. Eir-, NO, . SO, 2 ' 
and CO, 2 ". 

7. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim 5, wherein the ir hitler compri: m at least one 
anionic group. 

8. (Original) A method according to claim 7, wherein the anionic group i.i a carbonate, sulfonate, or 
phosphonate group. 
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9. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim I, wherein the nodifier eornpi ses an aromatic 
group. 

10. (Previously Presented) A method according to claim I, wherein th< modifiereomi tises an organic 
dye. 



1 1 . (Previously Presented) A method according to claim I , wherein the diluent is pola . 



12. (Currently Amended) A method according to claim I, wherein the lolymer is sele ted from the group 
consisting of polyurcthanes; polyacrylates; polymethacrylates; polyesle s; polyethers; olyolcfins; 
polystyrene; polyvinyl chloride; alkyds; nitrocellulose; epoxides; phent I resins; amino esins; silicones; 
polys iloxanes; organic polymeric- inorganic ceramic hybrid materials; a d combinatioi s thereof. 



1 3, (Previously Presented) A method according to claim I , wherein an nitiator is disp rsed into the 
diluent. 



14. (Currently Amended) A The coatin g composition ■fo^eeatiflg prepa ed by the met! >d of claim I . 

1 5. (Currently Amended) A composition for coating comprising a pol; ::ner and a moc fied layered 
inorganic filler dispersed in a diluent, wherein the filler, which filler is i natural or svn telic layered 
double hyd roxide, is modified by ion exchange with a modifier which < omprises at lei at two ionic 
groups, which groups are separated from each other by at least four atoi is and which n od 
at least one anionic group . 



16. (Cancelled) 

17. (Previously Presented) A coating formed upon curing of an applie< composition;; icordingto 
claim 14. 



18. (Currently Amended) A layered inorganic filler, which filler is a in tural or synth< i i c layered double 
hydroxide, modified by ion exchange with a modifier which comprises itt least two ioi ic groups, which 
groups are separated from each other by at least four atoms and which r l odifier compr i . es at least on e 
anionis^raUG- 



19. (Previously Presented) A coating comprising the composition of cl iim 1 5. 
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20. (New) A method of preparing a coaling composition, wherein a I, yered inorgani filler is subjected 
to an ion exchange with a modifier, said modifier comprising al least I «o ionic group , at least one of 
which is an anionic group and at least one of which is a cationic group said * least tv d ionic 
groups being separated from each other by at least four atoms, and wh< rein the modif >d tiller, together 
with a polymer, is dispensed in a diluent. 
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